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Plantation Schools

https://louisianagenealogygirl.wordpress.com/2
016/09/08/plantation-schools/

This comes from the “Houma Daily Courier” on 
Oct. 8, 1972. It’s an interesting look at small 
schools of yesteryear.

https://louisianagenealogygirl.wordpress.com/2016/09/08/plantation-schools/
https://louisianagenealogygirl.wordpress.com/2016/09/08/plantation-schools/






































Missionary School  in Pointe-aux-Chene
In the 1930s, a missionary school was built on the mainland in Pointe-aux-Chene.  The children went by 
pirogue to school, traveling four miles each way by paddle or push pole. The school was run by the Live 
Oak Baptist Church and funded by donations from Baptists in Atlanta, GA.

Mr. Wenceslaus Billiot, a Tribal Elder of the Isle, was one of those students and said the school went up 
to the seventh or eighth grade. He was taught in English by Burton De Ville, whose son also attended 
the school with the Indian children. When the Superintendent of Education for Terrebonne Parish (Henry 
Louis Bourgeois) visited the school and saw the white child among the Indians, he refused to allow the 
boy to continue at that school and forced him to attend the white public school. Later, the Baptist Mission 
built a church on the island in the 1940s and it was used as a one-room school for the Indian children, 
called the “Mission School.”

After a public school was built on lower Pointe-aux-Chene for Indian children, the students from the 
Island began going by boat to attend that school in 1952. This school went to the eighth grade. Beyond 
that grade level, any child wanting to continue his education had to go to Daigleville Indian High School 
in Houma, LA, which began in 1959 and had its first graduating class in 1962. 

This was the first Indian high school in the state, about 25 miles from Isle de Jean Charles and 
Pointe-aux-Chene. When the public schools were integrated in 1967, Indians were finally allowed to 
attend public schools with the other races. Before this many Tribal Member’s decided to relocate to other 
nearby community bayous and disguise their race so that their children could attend the white schools. 



Houma, Louisiana - The first Terrebonne High 
School was previously a fire station (1890s)
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Old Terrebonne High School located across the street from 
St. Francis DeSales Church.  In the 1960’s it was called 
Houma Central







The Fifth Districts High School was 
built in 1893. It is the work of Mr. 

John Reason under the leadership of 
Dr. Henry C. Cotton of Bella Alliance, 

LA. This location was once called 
Newtown present day Houma, LA. 
here in the Parish of Terrebonne. It 

was the foundation for education and 
religion in the community for African 

Americans. The land was officially 
donated in 1913 by Henry C. Minor 
the owner of Southdown Plantation 

and J. L. Hawkins. It also served as a 
school for the laymen, Christian Bible 

College and an African American 
Museum, Est. Feb. 24, 2016, that was 
founded by Margie Scoby (President), 
and Alvin Tillman (Vice President) It 
became an Historic Landmark June 

18, 2018 researched by Margie Scoby.



Historic Name: Houma Elementary School
Current Name: Academy Place Apartments
Original Construction Year: 1931
Year Rehabilitation Completed: 2017
Original Use: Elementary School


